CZECH CUBISM -
FORNITURE

THE LONG TRADITION STARTING 1910




CZECH CUBISM WAS AN AVANT-GARDE ART MOVEMENT OF CZECH PROPONENTS OF
CUBISM, ACTIVE MOSTLY IN PRAGUE FROM 1910 TO 1914.

MEMBERS OF THIS MOVEMENT REALISED THE EPOCHAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
CUBISM OF PABLO PICASSO AND GEORGES BRAQUE AND ATTEMPTED TO EXTRACT
ITS COMPONENTS FOR THEIR OWN WORK IN ALL BRANCHES OF ARTISTIC CREATIV-
ITY - SCULPTURE, PAINTING AND ARCHITECTURE. THE CZECH OTTO GUTFREUND
IS ACKNOWLEDGED, BY THE ART CRITIC DOUGLAS COOPER (1911-1984), TO BE THE
AUTHOR OF THE FIRST CUBIST SCULPTURE ANXIETY (UZKOST IN CZECH), CREATED
IN 1911 AND EXHIBITED IN PARIS IN 1912.

THE MOST NOTABLE PARTICIPANTS IN THIS MOVEMENT WERE THE PAINTERS EMIL
FILLA, ANTONIN PROCHAZKA, AND JOSEF CAPEK, THE SCULPTOR OTTO GUT-
FREUND, THE WRITER KAREL CAPEK, AND THE ARCHITECTS PAVEL JANAK, JOSEF
GOCAR, VLASTISLAV HOFMAN AND JOSEF CHOCHOL. MANY OF THESE ARTISTS
WERE MEMBERS OF THE MANES UNION OF FINE ARTS.

AFTER CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S FOUNDING IN 1918, ARCHITECTURAL CZECH CUBISM
GRADUALLY DEVELOPED INTO CZECH RONDOCUBISM, WHICH WAS MORE DECORA-
TIVE, AS IT WAS INFLUENCED BY TRADITIONAL FOLK ORNAMENTS TO CELEBRATE
THE REVIVAL OF CZECH NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE.
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